SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF PR£ ADO LESCEX TS 519
more attention to cleanliness, acquire more vita: Interests,
or learn how he can succeed more often in his work. In
school a child who has this habit should be occupied in
interesting work and play during the day. Similarly at
home he should carry out various projects and activities,
such as the constructing of a radio set, roller skating or ice
skating, sleigh riding, being responsible for a newspaper
route, raising chickens, running errands for a local store-
keeper, reading books of adventure and scientific discoveries,
making collections, and other activities in which he can
engage successfully. To deprive the child of his few sources
of satisfaction because he has failed to break the habit is to
aggravate the difficulty and to decrease the chances of a
successful solution of the problem,
INATTENTIVENESS
Inattentiveness, like laziness, is a blanket term; it is a
symptom of a great variety of underlying causes. Too often,
teachers and parents label an inattentive child as lazy and
go no further in their diagnosis.
Among the factors that may enter into Inattentiveness
in any particular situation are the following:
 1.	Physical defects such as poor hearing, vision.
 2.	Illness, due to which the child's attention may be dis-
tracted by pain and general bodily discomfort.
 3.	Fatigue, a condition which may reduce the child's ability
to concentrate.
 4.	Hunger, like illness, a distracting influence responsible for
some of the inattention on the part of children who come
to school without breakfast.
 5.	Inability to grasp what is being taught.   Too often chil-
dren are blamed for inattention when they are quite un-
able to comprehend what is going on.
 6.	Lack of interest which may result when work is too easy.
There is no incentive for the well-informed, alert child to
pay attention to things he already knows.
 7.	Negligible degree of purpose and inability to select im-
pressions that have a bearing on his goal.

